Have you seen
those GREEN signs?

City of La Cañada Flintridge
1327 Foothill Boulevard
La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011

PERMITTED CONSTRUCTION

Postal Customer
La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011

A permit for construction work at this location has been issued by the
City of La Canada Flintridge Building & Safety Department

Permit #: _______________________
For: ____________________________

Address: ___________________________________
Permit Holder Name: ________________________
Phone: _____________________________________

This Placard must be placed prominently at the primary entrance to the work site
or in a prominent location visible to the public

CITY INSPECTIONS WILL ONLY OCCUR AT SITES WITH THIS SIGN POSTED IN PUBLIC VIEW
Allowable times for construction / demolition work for all projects
within 300 feet of any residential property (LCF ord. ###)

MONDAY-FRIDAY:
SATURDAYS:
SUNDAYS & HOLIDAYS:

7AM-7PM
8AM-6PM
NO WORK PERMITTED

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE ABOVE WORKING HOURS
IS A MISDEMEANOR AND CAN RESULT IN A FINE OF $1,000

Up A Creek

CONSTRUCTION VIOLATIONS SHOULD BE REPORTED TO
THE CITY OF LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER (818) 790-8881
This placard should not be removed until the permit has been “FINALED” by a City Building inspector
www.lcf.ca.gov/building-safety

Shop Local

In a built-out, prosperous community
such as La Canada Flintridge,
improvements and remodels are
common as residents frequently look
to improve or expand their homes.
For years the City has grappled with
issues associated with unpermitted
construction (when improvements
are made without proper permitting
and inspection from the City.)
In an effort to prevent unpermitted
construction, the City Council has
adopted a series of changes to the
building code. Effective November
5, 2015 the following policies were
implemented by the City:
• Upon issuance of a building
permit, a neon green sign will be
given to applicants to display in
a prominent location facing the
street. These signs will provide
details of the project and help
code enforcement and neighbors
know when a project is being
completed in accordance with
City building standards.
• No new building permits shall
be issued if the subject property
has any active code violations,
expired permits or illegal
structures.

• Temporary chain link fencing
will now be required around
construction projects. Green
screening will also be required for
dust abatement and neighborhood
aesthetics, so neighbors do
not have to look at an active
construction site for months.

permits, fees for building permits will
be doubled, citations issued, and
potential liens issued against the
property. Violations are often found
when a home is put up for sale and
realtors or mortgage companies
verify proper permitting for prior
improvement projects.

The City is seeking the community’s
help in monitoring for unpermitted
construction. Please notify
the Community Development
Department of any construction that
does not appear to meet the newly
implemented standards listed above.

In general, home improvement work
that is more than simply changing
fixtures requires a permit. Electrical,
plumbing, and demolition work all
necessitate a permit application.

Completing work without a permit
is a no-win situation for everyone.
In instances where residents or
contractors decide to conduct
improvements without proper
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The City of La Cañada Flintridge
uses the County of Los Angeles’
electronic plan check system, which
streamlines the permitting process
for construction projects. Visit
www.lcf.ca.gov/building-safety
for more information.

Did you know that shopping in
LCF not only helps our local
merchants, but also helps
fund services provided by the
City? One cent of every dollar
spent on goods and services
subject to sales tax is returned
to the City to help fund street
maintenance, parks and athletic
field improvements, Sheriff
Department patrols, and other
projects and programs. Shopping
in LCF helps our community!

The La Cañada Flintridge Tournament
of Roses Association is working to
complete their 38th float entry for the
2016 Tournament of Roses Parade.
As one of only six self-built floats
in the parade, it is completed using
an all-volunteer team. The City
of La Cañada Flintridge supports
construction of the float with an
annual contribution.
This year’s float is called
“Up a Creek ...” and depicts three
forest rascals who have borrowed
a camper’s raft to enjoy the fun of
running a wild river.
The theme of the 2016 Parade is
“Find Your Adventure,” and this design

Winter 2015

Looking After Your Reserves
was chosen from over 100 concepts
submitted for the design. The winning
design was rendered by artist Renee
Hoss-Johnson.
Residents interested in volunteering
to work on the float can visit
www.lcftra.org for more information.
Be sure to look out for the float in the
Rose Parade on New Years Day!

CITY INFORMATION

STAY CONNECTED

The City Council meets the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:00 PM in the
City Council Chambers.

The City of La Cañada Flintridge
is getting more social! Find us on
social media to stay up-to-date
on all things LCF.

City Hall will be closed for the holidays December 24, 25, 31 and January 1st.
City Council
David A. Spence – Mayor
Jonathan C. Curtis – Mayor Pro Tem
Michael T. Davitt
Leonard Pieroni
Terry Walker

City Staff
Mark R. Alexander - City Manager
Mark W. Steres - City Attorney
Jeffrey Wang - City Treasurer
Carl Alameda - Director of Admin. Services
Edward Hitti - Director of Public Works
Daniel Jordan - Director of Finance
Robert Stanley - Director of Comm. Development

City Hall
1327 Foothill Boulevard
Administration: (818) 790-8880
Finance: (818) 790-8880
Community Development: (818) 790-8881
Public Works: (818) 790-8882
Building and Safety: (818) 790-8651
City Hall Hours: Monday – Thursday: 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Building and Safety Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 AM to 11:30 AM
Website: www.lcf.ca.gov
Printed on recycled paper with environmentally friendly inks.

facebook.com/
cityoflacanadaflintridge
twitter: @theCityofLCF
Youtube.com/ThecityofLCF
Contact Your City Council
David A. Spence – dspence@lcf.ca.gov
Jonathan C. Curtis – jcurtis@lcf.ca.gov
Michael T. Davitt – mdavitt@lcf.ca.gov
Leonard Pieroni – lpieroni@lcf.ca.gov
Terry Walker – twalker@lcf.ca.gov

The City of La Cañada Flintridge is
proud of the fact that it maintains a
reserve of about 125% of its annual
operating budget. But what does the
City do with those reserves? As a
taxpayer, it is important that you know.
The City invests its reserve funds in a
diverse portfolio of short and mediumterm investments with the primary goal
of capital preservation. By State law,
cities cannot invest in the stock market
or in fixed-income investments with
maturities that exceed five years. The
City has an investment policy that goes
above and beyond State municipal
investment law and focuses on three
investment priorities: safety, liquidity,
and yield (SLY for short).

SAFETY: Safety of principal is the

YIELD: The City’s investment

LIQUIDITY: The City’s investment

Putting these principles to practice,
the City’s portfolio is diversified
between safe federal agency securities
(such as those issued by the Federal
Farm Credit Bank), medium term
notes issued by high credit quality
corporations (such as Microsoft and
Johnson & Johnson), and governmentsponsored investment pools.

foremost objective and investments are
undertaken in a manner that seeks to
ensure the preservation of capital in
the overall portfolio. The City diversifies
its investments to minimize the risk of
loss resulting from over-concentration
of assets in a specific maturity range, of
a specific issuer, or in a specific class
of securities.

portfolio is managed to ensure
sufficient liquidity to enable the City
to meet all reasonably anticipated
operating requirements and consists
of securities with an active secondary
or resale market.

portfolio is designed with the objective
of attaining an optimal return throughout budgetary and economic cycles
within established portfolio safety and
liquidity parameters.

The City’s investment portfolio is
monitored by the City Councilappointed Treasurer on a daily basis. In
accordance with the City’s Investment
Policy, the City’s Investment and
Finance Advisory Committee (IFAC)
meets quarterly to review investments
and to determine compliance with all
aspects of the Policy. The committee is
comprised of five community members
and the City Treasurer.
Maintaining a healthy reserve fund
is important not only for investment
returns, but also as a “rainy day” fund
in the event of a disaster or other
City crisis. For these reasons the City
Council insists upon a conservative
reserve fund level, as well as a prudent
investment approach.

Winter Weather Preparedness

Please take measures to protect your property from the anticipated winter storms. There are a variety of
ways to ensure your home is weather-ready during the winter months.
• Clear roof gutters of dirt,
ü
leaves and debris. Invest in

a downspout extension to drain
your gutters further away from
the foundation of the home,
and ideally to the street via
a curb drain.

ü
•

Do a thorough check of
the roof twice per year and
after any major storms.
Replace loose tiles and
shingles and address any
signs of water damage.

• Inspect, clean out, and repair
ü
all drain inlets and outlets on

the property, including the curb
drain leading out to the gutter
along the street front. Remove
any leaves, debris build-up or objects
blocking the flow of drainage to the
street. These measures will allow
stormwater to move efficiently away
from your home and property.

that allows storm-water running
along the street to flow onto the
property, the City encourages you
to consult with an engineer on how
best to divert stormwater away
from your property.
• In the short term, the City
ü

recommends installing sandbags
across driveways or low points of
the property to divert stormwater
flow from your property to the street.

• If your property and/or home sits
ü

lower than the street, and/ or has
a sub-standard driveway approach

Note that the City makes sand and sandbags available free of charge at the following locations:

When La Cañada Flintridge’s own Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) climatologists
predicted a potential “Godzilla El Niño,” many southern Californians breathed a sigh
of relief. But, while wet weather can provide reprieve to the drought-stricken State, it
also poses some concerns for hillside communities like ours.

Holiday Events
Glenola Park Tree Lighting
and Canned Food Drive
Wednesday, December 2, 2015
Carols, cookies, cider, and
holiday cheer
Festival in Lights
Friday, December 4, 2015
Memorial Park
4:00 PM
Meet Santa, play in the snow,
see live reindeer, and enjoy
great food
LCUSD
LCUSD is hosting many holiday
performances. For more
information visit www.lcusd.net.

LCF VISTA | WINTER 2015

Breakfast with Santa
Sunday, December 20, 2015
Descanso Gardens
9:30 AM
127th Rose Parade
Thursday, January 1, 2016
Pasadena, CA
8:00 AM
Look for the La Cañada
Flintridge Tournament of
Roses Float “Up a Creek…”

•

5489 Ocean View Boulevard,
north of Foothill Boulevard

•

Mayors’ Discovery Park at
1800 Foothill Boulevard

•

Haskell Street (across from
1035 White Deer Drive)

Extra sandbag supply can be obtained from the following:
•

Fire Station 82 at
352 Foothill Boulevard

Update
The California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) and the
Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (METRO)
are in the process of reviewing
and responding to comments on
the SR-710 North Project Draft
Environmental Impact Report/
Statement (DEIR/DEIS). The City
stands behind a number of agencies
and groups concerned over the
inadequacy of the DEIR/DEIS.
The DEIR/DEIS includes, as one of
four “build” options, the extension
of the northbound 710 freeway to the

•

Fire Station 19 at
1729 Foothill Boulevard

210 freeway via a 6-mile long
tunnel with no exits. Currently, the
710 northern terminus is where it
meets the 10 freeway in Alhambra.
If built, the tunnel will extend the
710 freeway to the 134/210 freeway
junction in Pasadena.
The City of La Cañada Flintridge is
opposed to the tunnel alternative
for a variety of reasons including
increased traffic, noise, and air
pollution as tunnel traffic will travel
through La Cañada Flintridge along
the 210 freeway. Furthermore, the
City believes the over $5 billion
cost to build a 4.5 mile tunnel is an
irresponsible expenditure of taxpayer
dollars. The DEIR/DEIS showed that
90% of motorists would receive no

travel time savings, making this a
very expensive solution for a very
select few.
The South Coast Air Quality
Management District submitted a
comment letter asserting that the
DEIR/DEIS failed to accurately
assess the carbon monoxide and
airborne particulates increase
that would result from completion
of the tunnel. In addition, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) has written a letter to Caltrans
which states that the EPA rates
the tunnel alternative as having
“inadequate information.” The EPA
recommends a supplemental report
to address unanswered questions
regarding air quality. The EPA adds

Local debris basins are cleared and
maintained by the Los Angeles County
Flood Control District to ensure they
are ready for stormwater runoff. In
addition, the City and Los Angeles
County Fire and Sheriff’s Departments
will assess storms as they occur.
Based on the assessments, additional
protection measures and resources
will be provided as needed.

What’s YOUR

Address?

Residents are reminded to stay away
from drainage basins and culverts
with deep and fast-running water.
Also, drivers are warned to avoid
pooled water on streets, and to park
their vehicles off the street so as not
to impede stormwater flow along curb
and gutters.
For more information, please visit the
City’s website at www.lcf.ca.gov or,
refer to Los Angeles County’s Home
Owner’s Guide for Flood, Debris
& Erosion Control posted on their
website at www.dpw.lacounty.gov/
wmd/homeowners.

that the tunnel “may” impact the
federal fine particle air pollution
standards and, as a result, there
could be “challenges” to federal
air quality “conformity.” If this was
determined to be the case, and such
impacts could not be mitigated, the
lack of “conformity” then could mean
the potential loss of certain federal
transportation funds.
The City is currently awaiting
news from Caltrans and Metro
regarding the next phase of the
environmental review process.
We will keep residents informed of
new developments. Residents are
encouraged to stay informed and visit
the project website at: www.metro.
net/projects/sr-710-conversations/.

It is imperative that every home in
La Cañada Flintridge be properly
identified so that public safety
personnel can locate homes in
an emergency. The City often
fields complaints about unsolicited
vendors requesting compensation
to paint home address numbers

address numbers themselves
or paying a vendor to perform
the work. If a vendor is engaged
to perform this work, they must
obtain a City business license and
authorization from the Public Works
Department prior to commencing. If
a resident elects to paint their own

It is imperative that every home be properly
identified so that public safety personnel
can locate homes in an emergency.
on street curbs. Residents should
know that the City does not endorse
any specific vendor to perform this
work. The City will repaint address
numbers as part of a slurry seal/
street resurface interval program.
If needed sooner, residents have
the option of repainting their curb

address numbers, standards for
performing that work are provided
by the Public Works Department
and a permit for working in the
public street must be obtained.
For more information, please
contact the Public Works
Department at (818) 790-8882.
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